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Abstract
Creation of the universe and time is made for a decisive goal. Every creature is given a chance
to develop and grow for the ultimate goal which is to worship the Creator, Allah (SWT): Does
Man think that he will be left uncontrolled (without purpose? The answer is no. This paper,
therefore tries to highlight how to avoid wastes of time and procrastination. Procrastination is
the habit of postponing necessary work. It is an act of laziness and weak faith (Iman) to delay
today's work till tomorrow. What guaranty do we have that we will live up to tomorrow? Little
or nothing is also mentioned of the provision of Shariah in respect of tardiness. It is therefore
germane to highlight some of these areas of Sharia that teach civilized ways of doing things in
order to correct the wrong impression of labeling Islamic law as barbaric and archaic law.
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Introduction
According to Cambridge dictionary, Tardiness refers to the quality of being late or slow. 1 In
other words, Tardiness is the habit of being late or delaying arrival.2
Tardiness is the opposite of punctuality and it is disastrous in any organization because is brings
about lack of productivity, discipline, deliverance, effectiveness, efficiency to mention but a
few.
Islam as a religion, preaches and teaches punctuality in promise keeping, and discourages the
otherwise; it even gets to the degree of attributing hypocrisy to whosoever breaks promise. Abd
Allah b. ‘Amr reported the Messenger of Allah (S.A.W) said:

ِ ِ ْ يه َخصلَةٌ ِم ْنه َّن َك َان
ِ ت ِف
ِ
ِ
ِِ
ِ النفَا
ِّ صلَةٌ ِم ْن
ق َحتَّى
ْ  َو َم ْن َك َان، صا
َ أ َْرَبعٌ َم ْن ُك َّن فيه َك
ْ ت فيه َخ
ْ
ً ان ُم َنافقًا َخال
ُ
ِ
اص َم فَ َج َر
َ  َوِا َذا َح َّد، ان
َ  َوِا َذا َع، ب
َ ث َك َذ
َ  إِ َذا ْاؤتُم َن َخ: َي َد َعهَا
َ  َوِا َذا َخ، اه َد َغ َد َر

1

Tardiness.
(2019,
11
7).
Retrieved
from
Cambrige
dictionary
https://www.google.com/amp/s/dictionary.cambridge.org/amp/english/tardiness
2
Tardiness. (2019, 11 7). Retrieved from Wikipedia: https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tardiness
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Four characteristics constitute anyone who possesses them a
sheer hypocrite, and anyone who possesses one of them
possesses a characteristics of hypocrisy till he abandons it :
when he talks he lies, when he makes a promise he violates
it, when he makes a covenant he acts treacherously, and when
he quarrels, he deviates from the Truth.3
Keeping covenants and promises is good which is direct opposite of tardiness for it deals with
doing things at their designated times, breaking any of this may induce wrath and anger of Allah
on the person which may end with a shameful label before Allah ,the Messenger of Allah
(S.A.W) said in the following hadith:

ِ : يقَا ُل،يامة
ِ الق
ِ  لِ ُك ِّل َغ ِاد ٍر لِواء يوم:النبي ﷺ
ٍ مس ُع
ٍ  و،مر
ٍ ُهذ ِه َغ ْد َرةُ ف
ِ  و،ود
الن
ُّ ال
َ َ ق:أنس قَالُوا
ُ
ْ وعن ابن
َ ابن ُع
َْ ٌ َ
A banner will be set up for the betrayer on the Day of
Resurrection, and it will be said: This is the betrayer of So and
so.4
In addition to this, Allah (S.W.T) cautioned and warned against lack of fulfilling covenant in
His Glorious Book Allah said:

ِ
ان َم ْسُئوًَل
َ َوََل تَ ْق َرُبوا َم
ْ ال اْل َيتِ ِيم إِ ََّل بِالَّتِي ِه َي أ
َ َح َس ُن َحتَّ ٰى َيْبلُ َغ أَ ُش َّدهُ َوأ َْوفُوا بِاْل َع ْهد ِإ َّن اْل َع ْه َد َك
And come not near to the orphan's property except to improve
it, until he attains the age of full strength. And fulfil (every)
covenant. Verily! the covenant, will be questioned about.5

Negative effects of tardiness
Tardiness or lack of punctuality causes the following negativities to the subject.

Stress:
Lack of proper planning and time management causes a lot of stress that may result to failure
in all aspects. For this reason, the Prophet (S.A.W)warned some of his companions in engaging
in some acts of warship without proper planning of their time which may result in getting stress.

ِ ِ ْ ت َك َان
ام َأرَةٌ ِم ْن َبنِي أَ َسٍد فَ َد َخ َل َعلَ َّى َر ُسو ُل اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه
ْ ََع ْن َعائِ َشةَ ـ رضى اهلل عنها ـ قَال
ْ ت ع ْندي
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ َّ
ون ِم َن
َ َصالَتِهَا فَق
َ َوسلم فَق
ُ  ُقْل." ال " َم ْن َهِذ ِه
َ ُال " َم ْه َعلَ ْي ُك ْم َما تُطيق
َ  فَ ُذك َر م ْن.ام بِاللْيل
ُ ت فُالََنةُ َلَ تََن
ِ َعم
"  فَِإ َّن اللَّهَ َلَ َي َم ُّل َحتَّى تَ َملُّوا،ال
َ ْ األ

3

Bukhari 34 Muslim 58
Bukhaari, 6178; Muslim, 1735.
5
Qur’an 17: 34
4
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Narrated by ‘Aisha: A woman from the tribe of Bani Asad was
sitting with me and Allah’s Messenger of Allah (S.A.W) came
to my house and said, “Who is this?” I said, “(She is) So and so.
She does not sleep at night because she is engaged in prayer.”
The Prophet said (disapprovingly Do (good) deeds which is
within your capacity as Allah never gets tired (of giving reward)
s till you get tired (of doing good deeds).6
In another hadith, the Prophet (S.A.W) recommends sleeping than observing supererogatory
act of prayers for whosoever is feeling sleepy:

ِ َّ
ب
َ َت ق
ْ َ قَال،ََع ْن َعائِ َشة
َ صلِّي َفْل َي ْرقُ ْد َحتَّى َي ْذ َه
َ ال َر ُسو ُل الله صلى اهلل عليه وسلم " إِ َذا َن َع َس أ
َ َح ُد ُك ْم َو ُه َو ُي
َّ
َّ النوم فَِإ َّن أَح َد ُكم إِ َذا
َّ ب َي ْستَ ْغ ِف ُر فََي ُس
" ُب َن ْف َسه
ُ صلى َو ُه َو َي ْن َع ُس لَ َعلهُ َي ْذ َه
َ
ْ َ
ُ ْ َّ َُع ْنه
Aishah narrated that: Allah's Messenger said: "When one of you
is sleepy and he is performing Salat, then let him lie down until
the sleep is gone from him. For when one of you performs Salat
while he is sleepy, perhaps he wants to seek forgiveness but he
curses himself.7
Another hadith reads:

ِ َع ْن أ ََن
ِ ود َب ْي َن الس
َّ ال َد َخ َل
َّارَيتَْي ِن
َ َس ْب ِن َمالِ ٍك ـ رضى اهلل عنه ـ ق
ٌ النبِ ُّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم فَِإ َذا َحْب ٌل َم ْم ُد
ِ
َّ ال
،َالنبِ ُّي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم " َل
َ َ فَق.ت
َ َفَق
ْ َت تَ َعلَّق
ْ ب فَِإ َذا فَتََر
َ  قَالُوا َه َذا َحْب ٌل ل َزْي َن." ال " َما َه َذا اْل َحْب ُل
ِ ُّ
."  فَِإ َذا فَتََر َفْل َي ْق ُع ْد،َُح ُد ُك ْم َن َشاطَه
َ ص ِّل أ
َ  لُي،ُُحلوه
Narrated Anas bin Malik. that the Prophet (S.A.W) entered the
Mosque and saw a rope hanging in between its two pillars. He
said, "What is this rope?" The people said, "This rope is for
Zainab who, when she feels tired, holds it (to keep standing for
the prayer.)" The Prophet said, "Don't use it. Remove the rope.
You should pray as long as you feel active, and when you get
tired, sit down."8
All the above-mentioned hadiths portray the negativity of stress which may occur due to lack
of proper planning, time management and punctuality.

6

Bukhari 43 Muslim 785
Jami' al-Tirmidhi Book: 2, Hadith: 355
8
Bukhari 1099 Muslim 784
7
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Disturbance
Tardiness is a major factor that causes a lot of disturbances and creates both physical and
psychological unrest to a person. One causes disturbance to his environs as well as his other
fellow human beings due to lack of proper planning and trying to rush in doing things. The
messenger of Allah (S.A.W) said:

ِ َ اْلثْم ما ح
ِ ُ"اْلبُِّر ُح ْس ُن اْل ُخل
َّ َن َيطَّلِ َع َعلَْي ِه
اس" َرَواهُ ُم ْسلِ ٌم
ْ  َو َك ِرْهت أ،ص ْد ِرك
َ َ ُ ِْ  َو،ق
ُ الن
َ اك في
ِ  وعن وابِصةَ ْب ِن معبٍد ر.
ِ :ال
ت
َ َ أَتَْيت َر ُسو َل اللَّ ِه صلى اهلل عليه و سلم فَق:ال
َ َض َي اهللُ َع ْنهُ ق
َ "ج ْئ
َ َ ََْ
َ َْ َ

ِ َّ طمأ
ِ ْ طمأََّن
ِْ  و،ب
ِ
اْلثْ ُم َما
َ َ فق. َن َع ْم:تَ ْسأَ ُل َع ْن اْلبِِّر؟ ُقْلت
َ ْ  َوا،ت إلَ ْيه النَّ ْف ُس
َ ْ  اْلب ُّر َما ا، استفت قلبك:ال
َ ُ َن إلَ ْيه اْل َقْل
ِ الن ْف
َّ  َوِا ْن أَ ْفتَاك،َّد ِر
َّ اك ِفي
. "اس َوأَ ْفتَ ْوك
َ َح
ْ س َوتََرَّد َد ِفي الص
ُ الن
Righteousness is in good character, and wrongdoing is that
which wavers in your soul, and which you dislike people finding
out about.9
And on the authority of Wabisah bin Ma’bad (may Allah be
pleased with him) who said: I came to the Messenger of Allah
(S.A.W) and he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
said, “You have come to ask about righteousness.” I said,
“Yes.” He(S.A.W) said, “Consult your heart. Righteousness is
that about which the soul feels at ease and the heart feels
tranquil. And wrongdoing is that which wavers in the soul and
causes uneasiness in the breast, even though people have
repeatedly given their legal opinion [in its favour]10.
This shows that lack of punctuality causes disturbance and makes one to feel guilt or in all
aspects for not doing the needful.

Exposing one’s self to danger
Tardiness can also expose one to danger due to doing things in haste, overspending in driving
and many more dangers which can even cause loss of life of the addict. This can be proven
from the incident that happed during the battel of Uhud:
While the small army of Islam were recording the second absolute and clear victory over the
Makkans — which was no less in splendor and glory than the first one at Badr — the majority
of the archers on the mountainside committed a fatal mistake that turned the whole situation
upside down, and constituted a source of heavy losses amongst the Muslims. It has almost
brought about the murder of the Prophet (S.A.W), and left a very bad impression on the fame
and dignity they deservedly earned at Badr Battle. The prophet (S.A.W), initially gave the
archers order to hold on to their position in whatever situation. In spite of this strictwarning, the
forty archers deserted their posts, haven been enticed by the too soon roar of victory as well as

9

Sahih Muslim Book 46, Hadith 6680
MusnadAhman 4/227, SunanDarimi 2/246

10
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worldly avarice for the spoils of war.11The others who are nine in number and ‘Abdullah, their
leader, decided to abide by the Prophet’s order and stay where they were until they were given
leave or killed to the last. Consequently, the cleft was left inadequatelydefended.The shrewd
Khalid bin Al-Waleed seized this golden opportunity to turn swiftly round to the rear of the
Muslim army and encompass them.12
It is unequivocal that, it is lack of punctuality that led these companions into this terrible
situation, had it been they strictly adhered to the warnings of the prophet (S.A.W) they won’t
have found themselves in that terrible situation. Allah SWT vividly narrated the incidence in
the Qur’an, Allah says:

ِ
ِ
ِِ
َر ُكم َّما
ص ْيتُم ِّمن َب ْعِد َما أ َا
َ ص َدقَ ُك ُم اللَّهُ َو ْع َدهُ إِ ْذ تَ ُحس
َ ُّونهُم بِِإ ْذنه َحتَّ ٰى إِ َذا فَشْلتُ ْم َوتََن َازْعتُ ْم في ْاأل َْم ِر َو َع
َ َولَقَ ْد
ِ ُ الد ْنيا و ِمن ُكم َّمن ي ِر
ِ
ُّ ُ ُّون ِمن ُكم َّمن ُي ِر
ض ٍل
ْ َص َرفَ ُك ْم َع ْنهُ ْم لِ َي ْبتَلَِي ُك ْم َولَقَ ْد َعفَا َعن ُك ْم َواللَّهُ ُذو ف
ُ
َ تُحب
َ يد ْاْلخ َرةَ ثَُّم
َ َ يد
ِ ُعلَى اْلمؤ ِمنِ َينِإ ْذ ت
ُخ َار ُك ْم فَأَثَ َاب ُك ْم َغما بِ َغم لِّ َك ْي َال تَ ْح َزُنوا
َّ َحٍد َو
ْ الر ُسو ُل َي ْد ُعو ُك ْم ِفي أ
َ ون َعلَ ٰى أ
َ
َ ون َوََل تَْل ُو
َ صع ُد
ْ
ُْ
َّ
ون
َ َُص َاب ُك ْم َواللهُ َخبِ ٌير بِ َما تَ ْع َمل
َ َعلَ ٰى َما فَاتَ ُك ْم َوََل َما أ

And Allah did indeed fulfil His Promise to you when you
were killing them (your enemy) with His Permission; until
(the moment) you lost your courage and fell to disputing
about the order, and disobeyed after He showed you (of the
booty) which you love. Among you are some that desire
this world and some that desire the Hereafter. Then He
made you flee from them (your enemy), that He might test
you. But surely, He forgave you, and Allah is Most
Gracious to the believers.(And remember) when you ran
away (dreadfully) without even casting a side glance at
anyone, and the Messenger (Muhammad SAW) was in your
rear calling you back. There did Allah give you one distress
after another by way of requital to teach you not to grieve
for that which had escaped you, nor for that which had
befallen you. And Allah is Well-Aware of all that you do13.

Destroying of one’s image
Tardiness tarnishes the image of the addict in a given community, ranging from neighbors of
the person, Colleagues, administration he works with, as well as the students he taches if it is
in educational institution. The Messenger of Allah (S.A.W) sent one of his companions called
al-Walid ibn Uqbah ibn Abi Muayt to collect the poor-due (zakkah) from Banul-Mustaliq.
However, there was an old enmity between Uqbah and them in the pre-Islamic period. When
these people heard of his coming, they came out to receive him out of reverence for Allah, and
His Messenger. But he was scared of them and the devil whispered to him that they wanted to
11

Sahih Al-Bukhari 1/426
Raheeq al-Makhtum 167-169
13
Qur’an 3: 152-153
12
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kill him. He returned halfway and went to the Messenger of Allah (S.A.W), saying: BanulMustaliq have refused to pay the poor-due and wanted to kill me the Messenger of Allah,
(S.A.W), became angry and was about to attack them. Meanwhile, when Banul-Mustaliq
realized that the emissary had gone back, they went to the Messenger of Allah (S.A.W) and
said: “We heard of your emissary and we went out to receive him, honor him and give him that
which was due upon us of the right of Allah. but your emissary went back and we feared that
what sent him back might be a message he received from you because you are angry with
us.And we seek refuge in Allah from His wrath and from the wrath of His Messenger”.14 It was
at this point that Allah revealed:

ٍ ٌ اس
ِِ
ٍ
ِ
ِ َيا أَيُّها الَِّذين آمُنوا إِن جاء ُكم ف
ين
َ صبِ ُحوا َعلَى َما فَ َعْلتُ ْم َنادم
ْ ُق بَِن َبأ فَتََبيَُّنوا أَن تُص ُيبوا قَ ْوماً بِ َجهَالَة فَت
ْ َ
َ َ
َ َ
O you who believe! If a rebellious evil person comes to you
with a news, verify it, lest you harm people in ignorance,
and afterwards you become regretful to what you have
done.15
It is clear from this scenario that lack of punctuality is a great factor that causes one’s image to
be tarnished, as happened to this companion who got tempted and disturbed and consequently
made him to lie to the Prophet (S.A.W). Had it been one discharged his duty this could not have
happed. It is lack of punctuality that tarnishes his image before the Prophet (S.A.W) and other
fellow companions.16

Destruction
Tardiness causes destruction and a lot of disaster to an individual, association, community and
even a nation as whole, directly or indirectly. This can be evident in the history of Islam in the
5th year of the Hijrah during the battle of Ahzab where the Jews of Banu Qurayzah whom the
prophet (S.A.W) made initially agreement with them to live peacefully with one another, in
Madinah. But they broke the covenant that existed between them. This happened by the agency
of Huyay bin Akhtab An-Nadari, who entered their stronghold and would not leave their leader,
Ka`b bin Asad, alone until he agreed to break the covenant. Among the things that he said to
him was, "Woe to you! This is the opportunity for glory. The Quraysh and their company of
men from various tribes, and the Ghatafan and their followers, have come to you, and they will
stay here until they eliminate Muhammad and his companions.'' Ka`b said to him, "No, by
Allah, this is the opportunity for humiliation. Woe to you, O Huyay, you are a bad omen. Leave
us alone.'' But Huyay kept trying to persuade him until he agreed to his request. He laid down
the condition that if the Confederates went away without doing anything, he (Huyay) would
join them in their stronghold and would share their fate. When Banu Qurayzah broke their
covenant and news of this reached the Messenger of Allah, he and the Muslims were very
distressed by that. 17 After the battle of Ahzab (confederates), the Messenger of Allah (S.A.W)
sent his companions to go and wage war against them for braking their covenant; which result
14

Tafseer Ibn katheer vol 7 page 370-371
Q 49:6
16
Tafseer Ibn katheer vol 7 page 370-371
17
Raheeq al-Maktump.g 201-204
15
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to their mutilation and dismissal from Madinah. Allah (S.W.T) made reference to this where
He says:

ِ
ِ َ اصي ِهم وقَ َذ
ِ اب ِمن صي
َِّ َ وأ
ِ ََه ِل اْل ِكت
ون فَ ِريقًا
َ ين
ْ وهم ِّم ْن أ
ُ اه ُر
َ ظ
َ ف في ُقلُوبِ ِه ُم ال ُّرْع
ََ
َ ون َوتَأْس ُر
َ ُب فَ ِريقًا تَ ْقتُل
َ َنز َل الذ
َ ْ
َ
ير
وها َو َكا َن اللَّهُ َعلَ ٰى ُك ِّل َش ْي ٍء قَِد ًا
َ ضا لَّ ْم تَطَُئ
ً ضهُ ْم َوِد َي َارُه ْم َوأ َْم َوالَهُ ْم َوأ َْر
َ َوأ َْوَرثَ ُك ْم أ َْر
And those of the people of the Scripture who backed them
(the disbelievers) Allah brought them down from their forts
and cast terror into their hearts, (so that) a group (of them)
you killed, and a group (of them) you made captives."
And He caused you to inherit their lands, and their houses,
and their riches, and a land which you had not trodden
(before). And Allah is Able to do all things.

Stealing
Receiving payment for what one has not worked for is also considered as a kind of stealing
which is prohibited Islamically, a thief is not only a person who steals other’s money or
property, but also who is not punctual in his activities even if it is an act of worship between
him and his creator. The following hadith attest to this:

ِ الن
ِ سرقةً الَّذي َي
ِ اس
َّ ُ (أسوأ: أن النبي صلى اهلل عليه وسلم قال،عن أبي قتادة رضي اهلل عنه
ق ِمن
ُ سر
ِ سول
ِ
ِ
ِ كيف َي
)جودها
َ  يا َر: قالوا،صالته
َ كوعها و َل ُس
ُ سر
َ ،اهلل
َ  َل ُيت ُّم ُر:ق من صالته؟ قال
The worst thieves among people are those who steal from
their prayers.” It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, how
do they steal from their prayers?” The Prophet said, “They
do not complete its bowing or its prostration.18

Demotion/Dismissal
Finally, tardiness leads to demotion of the addicts from a higher rank to the lower rank and it
may even lead to dismissal. This can be noticed in what transpired between the Prophet (S.A.W)
and the Jews of Banun-Nadhir who were ordered to vacate their territory because they had
broken their covenant and had plotted to kill the Prophet (S.A.W). At first, they agreed to this
punishment, but later on when some of their allies offered their assistance to them, they changed
their minds. Ultimately, the Prophet (S.A.W) had to launch an attack on them in the 4th year of
Hijra, after which they were forced to go to the land of Khaibar. They were given the permission
to take as much as they could upon their camels. Consequently, they took away what they could
and whatever remained came into the possession of the Muslims.19 They had to leave their land

Musand Ahmad: 5/310, Hakim 1/229 Sahih al-Jami’ 986
Raheeq al-Makhtum pg. 190-194
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and that too in a manner in which they had to ruin and ravage the houses they had built by their
own hands as pointed out in the Qur’an. Allah said:

َِّ ْ هو الَِّذي أ
ِ ََه ِل اْل ِكت
ظ َننتُ ْم أَن َي ْخ ُرُجوا َوظَُّنوا أََّنهُم
َ اب ِمن ِد َي ِارِه ْم ِأل ََّو ِل اْل َح ْش ِر َما
ْ ين َكفَُروا ِم ْن أ
َ َخ َرَج الذ
َُ
ِ
ِ
ون ُبُيوتَهُم بِأ َْيِدي ِه ْم
ُّ ف ِفي ُقلُوبِ ِه ُم
ُ اه ُم اللَّهُ ِم ْن َح ْي
َ ث لَ ْم َي ْحتَ ِسُبوا َوقَ َذ
ُص
ُ َونهُم ِّم َن اللَّه فَأَت
َ الرْع
َ ب ُي ْخ ِرُب
ُ َّمان َعتُهُ ْم ُح
ِ
ِ
ص ِار
ْ َين ف
َ َوأ َْيدي اْل ُم ْؤ ِمن
َ اعتَبُِروا َيا أُولِي ْاأل َْب
He it is who drove out the disbelievers among the people
of the Scripture (i.e. the Jews of the tribe of Bani AnNadir) from their homes at the first gathering. You did not
think that they would get out. And they thought that their
fortresses would defend them from Allah! But Allah's
(Torment) reached them from a place whereof they
expected it not, and He cast terror into their hearts, so that
they destroyed their own dwellings with their own hands
and the hands of the believers. Then take admonition, O
you with eyes (to see).20
Obviously, this serves as evidence to the fact that lack of punctuality is a great factor that may
lead one to dismissal in any organization or community.

How to tackle tardiness and lack of punctuality?
Since we have seen the position of Islam on punctuality and Tardiness, the benefits and negative
effects of punctuality, it is of paramount importance to know some ways that will help in
attaining punctuality and having a far distance from tardiness. Some of these are having:

True intension
Having a true intention is a fundamental factor that makes one attains success in all affairs. The
Prophet (S.A.W) said:

ِ ات علَى ِفر
ِ ُّ ق بلَّ َغه اللَّه م َن ِاز َل
ِ ِ َ الشه
َّ َّ َ م ْن َسأ
اش ِه
َ َ الشهَ َداء َوِا ْن َم
َ
َ ََل الله
َ ُ ُ َ ٍ ادةَ بص ْد
َ
Whoever honestly asks Allah for martyrdom, Allah will
give him the status of a martyr even if he dies in his bed.21
So, this shows that so far as one is true in his dealings, he will undoubtedly see its fruitfulness.

Mutual consultation
Another major factor that will really help in achieving punctuality is mutual consultation. One
should try to keep in touch with others in seeking their advice because ‘two good heads are

Qur’an 59:2
Sahih Muslim 1909
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better than one’. Allah (S.W.T) named a chapter in His book as ‘Consultation, and commends
the believers who keep to mutual consultation in it. Allah says:

ِ
َِّ
ِ ِ
ون
َ اموا الص
ُ ور ٰى َب ْي َنهُ ْم َو ِم َّما َرَزْق َن
َ ُاه ْم ُينفق
َ َوالذ
ْ ين
َ َّالةَ َوأ َْم ُرُه ْم ُش
ُ َاستَ َج ُابوا ل َرِّبه ْم َوأَق
And those who answer the Call of their Lord [i.e. to believe
that He is the only One Lord (Allah), and to worship none
but Him Alone], and perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat),
and who (conduct) their affairs by mutual consultation, and
who spend of what we have bestowed on them.22
In addition, Allah (S.W.T) commanded his prophet (S.A.W) to seek for his companion’s advice
in his affairs. Allah says:

ُّ َنت فَظا َغلِيظَ اْل َقْل ِب ََلنف
استَ ْغ ِف ْر لَهُ ْم
ُ اع
ْ َضوا ِم ْن َح ْولِ َك ف
َ نت لَهُ ْم َولَ ْو ُك
َ ِفَبِ َما َر ْح َم ٍة ِّم َن اللَّ ِه ل
ْ ف َع ْنهُ ْم َو
ِ
ُّ ت فَتَ َو َّك ْل َعلَى اللَّ ِه إِ َّن اللَّهَ ُي ِح
ين
َ َو َش ِاوْرُه ْم ِفي ْاأل َْم ِر فَِإ َذا َع َزْم
َ ب اْل ُمتَ َو ِّكل
And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently. And
had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would have
broken away from about you; so pass over (their faults), and
ask (Allah's) Forgiveness for them; and consult them in the
affairs. Then when you have taken a decision, put your trust
in Allah, certainly, Allah loves those who put their trust (in
Him).23

Appointing a reminder
Another important thing one should strictly adhere to is having a reminder who will remind you
on some of your works or duties that you might out of forgetfulness neglect. The prophet
(S.A.W) said:

»«إذا أيقظ الرجل أهله من الليل فصليا أو صلى ركعتين جميعا كتبا في الذاكرين والذاكرات
When a man wakes up in the night, he wakes up his wife,
and they pray two cycles together,they will both be
recorded among the men and women who remember Allah
often.24

Qura’an 28: 38
Qur’an 3: 159
24
Sunan Abī Dāwūd 1451
22
23
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DU’A (Supplication):
Among the most effective factors that helps in attaining punctuality is constant supplications to
Allah (S.W.T), and seeking for His help in discharging duties. Allah Said:

ِ ٍ
ِّ ِ َ ضلِ ِه إِ َّن اللَّهَ َك
يما
ْ َاسأَلُوا اللَّهَ ِمن ف
ْ َو
ً ان ب ُكل َش ْيء َعل
” … and ask Allah of His Bounty. Surely, Allah is Ever AllKnower of everything.”25

Conclusion
A Muslim is a person who submits to Allah (S.W.T) in all his affairs, as such, he should strictly
abide by the dictates of his religion without deviating or succumbing to the whimsicality of
people ignorance that neither know the importance and value of time and promises nor use their
times positively.

Recommendations
1. Fear of Allah wherever we happen to be, this will assist greatly in shaping our daily
activities.
2. Good intention and commitment towards the desired would make our goals achievable.
3. Tardiness is destroying one’s image and destruction of his plan, therefore we should
avoid it.
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